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March  2014 Current Affairs 

 

1st March, 2014 

 Ukraine accuses Moscow of armed invasion of its Crimean peninsula. 
 Pakistan take on South Africa in the final of ICC Under 19 Cricket 

World cup in Dubai.  

<><><>  

The government has cleared disinvestment in state-owned Indian Oil Corporation, 

IOC, and Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited, BHEL. The sale would fetch over 7,300 
crore rupees to the exchequer in the current financial year.  

<><><>  

"Any violation of Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity would be 
deeply de-stablising, which is not in the interest of Ukraine, Russia or 

Europe. We would represent a profounded interference in matters that 
must be determined by the Ukrainian people."  

Obama warned "there will be costs" for any intervention. He, however, did not say 
what those costs might be. 

<><><>  

In Thailand, opposition protesters seeking to force the Prime Minister from office 
have decided to end their self-styled shutdown of Bangkok. The protestors said that 

they would abandon most of their rally sites in the capital after sharp fall in 
attendance at the demonstrations in recent weeks. It is a relief for the embattled 

premier Yingluck Shinawatra, who has been under intense pressure to resign 
following four months of protests.  

<><><>  

Indo Pak Express of Rohan Bopanna and Aihsan ul Haq Qureshi will take on Daniel 
Nestor and Nenad Zimonjic duo in the doubles final of Dubai Duty Free Tennis 

Championship today. Bopanna and Qureshi beat Tomasz Bednarek and Lukas 
Dlouhy 6-2, 6-0 in the Semifinals. Five times champion Roger Federer will clash 

with last year’s finalist Tomas Berdych in the Singles final. Federer stunned the 
defending champion and number one seed Novak Djokovic 3-6,6-3,6-2 while 

Berdych had an easy win over Philip Kohl Schriebber 7-5, 7-5 in the other 
Semifinal. 

<><><>  

Japanese researchers are testing tiny ear computer that is worn on the ear and can 
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be controlled with the blink of an eye or the click of a tongue. The 17-gram wireless 
device, known at the moment as the "Earclip-type Wearable PC" has a microchip 

and data storage, enabling users to load software.  

<><><>  

2nd March, 2014 

The Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh will leave for Myanmar to attend the third 

Summit of Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation, BIMSTEC.  

    <><><> 

The BIMSTEC comprises India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Myanmar, Bhutan 
and Nepal and the member countries bring together 21 per cent of the world 

population and a GDP of over 2.5 trillion dollars. 

    <><><> 

Dr. Manmohan Singh is expected to make a strong pitch for giving a fillip to India's 

Look East policy and explore ways to enhance connectivity, transport, trade, 
tourism and other linkages to the northeastern states of the country.  

<><><>  

China blamed Islamic militants from the volatile Xinjiang province for an attack by 
knife-wielding terrorists at a railway station in Kunming city that left at least 33 

people dead and 130 injured.  

Chinese President Xi Jinping.  

<><><>  

A 15-minute helicopter service to witness breathtaking views of India's highest peak 

Kanchenjunga has been launched by the Sikkim government.  

<><><>  

3rd March, 2014 

The Maharashtra government on 3 March launched the first phase of the 

ambitious Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor project that aims at generating 
industrial output of Rs 20 lakh crore by 2042. 

 <><><>  

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 3 March 2014 extended the date for 
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exchange of the pre-2005 banknotes to 1 January 2015.  

 

 "12 Years A Slave" wins Oscar award for Best Picture; Alfonso Cuaron 
bags Best Director award for sci-fi film Gravity.  

<><><>  

National Security Adviser Shivshankar Menon. 

Foreign Secretary Sujatha Singh.  

Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa. 

 The first summit meeting was held in Bangkok in 2004 and the second in New 

Delhi in 2008.  

<><><>  

The Group of Seven industrialised nations have strongly condemned Russia's 

military intervention in Ukraine. They called it a clear violation of sovereignty. A 
joint statement signed by G-7 countries and European Union urged Russia to 

address concerns in Ukraine through direct negotiations and mediation. The G-7 
said it was suspending preparations for a summit in the Russian city of Sochi in 

June, because of Russia's actions.  

<><><>  

Steve McQueen's "12 Years A Slave", won top prize of the best picture at the 86th 

annual Academy Oscar Awards. The film that unflinchingly portrays America's slave 
in past.  

Based on Solomon Northup's 1853 memoir, the difficult-to-watch film has been 
hailed for its honest portrayal of one of the darkest chapters in American history.  

The win marks the first time a film directed by a black filmmaker has won best 

picture Oscar Award. 

Matthew McConaughey won the best actor Oscar for his career defining 

performance in "Dallas Buyers Club". The film based on a real-life inspired drama 
about an HIV positive man who smuggles drugs for AIDS patients. 

Cate Blanchett won Best actress for her leading role in Blue Jasmine while Mexico-

born Alfonso Cuaron won the best director Oscar for his visually dazzling 3D space 
disaster drama "Gravity".  
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<><><>  

4th March, 2014 

 US urges Israel to support its framework for a peace deal with the 
Palestinians. 

<><><>  

President of Myanmar Thein Sein. 

 "The member countries signed a Memorandum of Association for 

establishing the BIMSTEC Permanent Secretariat in Dhaka during the 
summit.  

<><><>  

 In Assam, the visit of former Union Home Secretary GK Pillai has been 

postponed. Official sources said that Mr. Pillai, who is heading the one-man 

Committee set up by the Centre to look into the feasibility of creating a separate 
Bodoland state, was scheduled to hold discussion with several organizations in 

Kokrajhar. 

<><><>  

 The government has set up a tribunal headed by Delhi High Court Judge 

Justice Suresh Kait to examine the validity of the ban imposed on the Student 
Islamic Movement of India, SIMI.  

<><><>  

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Palestinian Authority President Mahmud Abbas.  

<><><>  

 Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. 

<><><> 

 The prestigious All England Badminton Championships begins at the National 

Indoor Arena in Birmingham today. Saina Nehwal is the only Indian to be seeded in 

the 400,000 US Dollar Super Series Premier tournament.  

<><><> 

 The Union Minister of Minority Affairs K Rahman Khan on 4 March 
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launched two new initiatives in New Delhi for the welfare of 
Minorities. The twin initiatives are Maulana Azad Sehat Scheme, and 

Nalanda Project, a Faculty Development Program for Minorities’ 
Higher Educational Institutions.  

 <><><> 

 

5th March, 2014 

 Lok Sabha Elections to take place in nine phases starting from 7th 
April; To end on 12th May; Counting to take place on 16th. 

 Simultaneous Assembly elections to be held in Andhra Pradesh, 
Odisha and Sikkim. 

<><><>  

Chief Election Commissioner, CEC, VS Sampath. 

The CEC said, the NOTA option will be introduced in the general election for the first 

time. 

Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trial or VVPAT. 

<><><> 

  

6th March, 2014 

India and Nepal on 6 March 2014 started a joint military exercise at 
Saljhandi in Rupandehi district of Nepal. The two week exercise named Ex-

Surya Kiran Drills VI was inaugurated by Nepal’s Army Major General Victor SJB 
Rana. 

7th March, 2014 

 Sahara India seeks release of its Chief Subrata Roy; Assures the 
Supreme court that it will deposit substantial amount out of 20,000 

crore rupees of investors' money this month. 

<><><>  

 Saudi Arabia on 7 March 2014 declared Muslim Brotherhood, al-Nusra 

Front, Hezbollah and the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 
jihadist group as Terrorist Groups.   
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 European Union foreign policy Chief Catherine Ashton. 
 

 

<><><>  

The Supreme Court today deferred hearing on the findings of the Justice Mudgal 
Committee investigation into corruption in the IPL cricket tournament.  

<><><>  

Ukraine's interim President Oleksander Turchinov. 

<><><>  

The Prime Minister of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan has indicated that his 
government will crack the whip against social media networks and it may include a 

ban on YouTube and Facebook.  

<><><>  

 

8th March, 2014 

  

 Malaysian plane MH370, carrying 239 people, crashes off Vietnam 

coast; 5 Indians onboard. 

{}>><><<{}  

A Vietnamese newspaper quoted a Navy Official as saying that the Boeing 777-200 
Flight MH370 with 227 passengers and 12 crew members on board crashed 250 

kilometres off the coast of Tho Chu island. The plane disappeared somewhere over 

South China Sea while enroute to Beijing from Kuala Lumpur. 

{}>><><<{} 

US warship has crossed Turkey's Bosphorus Strait heading towards the Black Sea, 
amidst simmering tensions over Ukraine's Crimea region. A coast guard boat was 

seen escorting the guided-missile destroyer, the USS Truxtun. 

{}>><><<{}  

On the occasion of International Women’s Day, the President Mr. Pranab 

Mukherjee today presented the Stree Shakti Puraskar to six persons for their 
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distinguished services for the upliftment of women. 

The Stree Shakti Puraskar carries a cash award of three lakh rupees and a citation. 
The awards are named after six legendary women of India, Rani Lakshmibai, Rani 

Rudramma Devi, Kannagi, Rani Gaidinliu Zaliang, Rani Ahilyabai Holkar and Mata 
Jijabai. 

{}>><><<{} 

9th March, 2014 

 UIDAI Chairman Nandan Nilekani joins Congress; To contest Lok 
Sabha polls against Senior BJP leader Ananth Kumar from Bangalore 

South. 

<><><>  

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena President Raj Thackeray. 

<><><>  

Fake Indian Currency Notes, FICN  

<><><>  

Railways will meet Mizoram in the final of the 68th Santosh Trophy Football 

Championship in Siliguri. 

<><><>  

A 13-year old Indian-origin boy has emerged as the winner of a spelling bee contest 

in the US in an epic verbal duel that lasted a total of 95 rounds. Kush Sharma, a 
seventh-grader spelled out "definition" to clinch the Jackson County Spelling Bee 

title in Missouri, and a berth in the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington in 
May.  

<><><>  

10th March, 2014 

The United Arab Emirates has welcomed the move by Saudi Arabia to blacklist 
Muslim Brotherhood as a terrorist organization.  

{}>><><<{} 

India has once again emerged as the largest non-oil trading partner of Dubai in 
2013-14. The latest report by the Dubai Department of Economic Development 

shows that the bilateral trade crossed 37 billion dollar, representing 10 per cent of 
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the overall trade.  

{}>><><<{} 

 The Libyan parliament voted on 10 March, to oust Prime Minister Ali 
Zeidan amid anger at his government's failure to stop eastern rebels 

from independently exporting oil. Zeidan was replaced temporarily by the 
defence minister Abdallah al-Thinni.  

 {}>><><<{} 

 Nepal is considering a plan to lease Himalayan peaks to private 
tourism companies, an official said on 10 March, in a bid to ease 

traffic on Mount Everest and help jumpstart the economy. The 
proposal would involve hiring out some of the 326 Himalayan peaks 

that are currently open, in an attempt to lure climbers away from the 
main draw card of Everest amid fears of congestion. 

 {}>><><<{} 

  Michelle Bachelet, 62, on 10 March, sworn in as the president of 

Chile, her second time in office. Ms Bachelet is the first Chilean 
president in over half a century to return for a second term. President 

of the Senate Isabel Allende placed the presidential sash around Ms 
Bachelet's neck - the first time it was passed from one woman to another in 

Chile's history. She campaigned on a promise to spend $15bn (£9.2bn) on 
reforming education, improving health care and reducing income disparity. 

She also wants to increase taxes to offer free university education and reform 

political and economic structures dating from the 1973-1990 dictatorship of 
Gen Pinochet. Chile is one of the richest countries in Latin America, but 

tens of thousands have staged protests over the past few years to 
push for a wider distribution of wealth and better education. Ms 

Bachelet already served one term as president from 2006 to 
2010.Under Chile's constitution she was banned from running for a 

second consecutive term, even though her popularity ratings 
remained high.  

 Ukraine's acting Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk.  

 

 {}>><><<{} 

 After ordering disqualification of MPs and MLAs immediately after 
conviction for heinous offences, the Supreme Court on 10 March, took 

a second big step towards cleansing the political process by directing 
that trial proceedings in cases of corruption and serious crimes 

against elected representatives must be completed within a year.  
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    <><><> 

  Indian Railways launched yet another innovative scheme called the 

‘SMS Gateway’, which will enable passengers to get SMS alerts on the 
status of reserved tickets.  

 {}>><><<{} 

 

11thMarch, 2014 

US Secretary of State John Kerry. 

<><><>  

India has committed 8.5 billion rupees to Bhutan for Small Development Project for 

the country’s the 11th Five Year Plan. 

<><><>  

Leander Paes and his Czech team-mate Radek Stepanek. 

<><><> 

 Fifteen security personnel were killed in a Maoist ambush on 11 
March, in Sukma district of south Chhattisgarh.  

  <><><> 

 China said on 11 March, it would allow, for the first time, the setting 
up of five private banks on a trial basis, and also move to liberalise 

deposit rates in the next two years, as regulators grapple with the 
rising pressure on the banking sector from a newly booming online 

finance industry. 

 <><><> 

12th March, 2014 

Chief Election Commissioner VS Sampath and Election Commissioners HS Brahma 

and Nasim Ahmed Zaidi. 

{}>><><<{} 

Civil Aviation Minister Ajith Singh.  
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{}>><><<{} 

India's Ambassador to Kathmandu Ranjit Rae.  

{}>><><<{} 

13th March, 2014 

The CBI is conducting searches at 15 locations in a case related to the investment 

by public sector unit Projects and Equipments Corporation, PEC in the National Spot 
Exchange Limited, NSEL. CBI sources said, that searches are being conducted in 

Mumbai, and Delhi and at residences of officials, including five of the PEC and two 
of the NSEL. The officials are alleged to have entered into criminal conspiracy to 

cheat the PEC by floating fraudulent paired contracts for trading of agro commodity 
on the NSEL platform.  

{}>><><<{} 

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh.  

{}>><><<{} 

India has welcomed the dismissal of visa fraud charges against senior diplomat 

Devyani Khobragade by a US court.  

{}>><><<{} 

China's Premier Li Keqiang. 

{}>><><<{} 

British Prime Minister David Cameron. 

{}>><><<{} 

 Former leftist rebel commander Salvador Sanchez Ceren has won the 

presidential election in El Salvador by slight margin, the Supreme 
Electoral Tribunal said on 13 March. Mr. Ceren of the ruling Farabundo 

Marti National Liberation Front won 50.11 percent of the votes.  

                                                   {}>><><<{} 

14th March, 2014 

 

The Supreme Court has agreed to hear a PIL seeking a court-monitored probe into 
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the fire tragedy in submarine INS Sindhuratna.  

<><><>  

 Officials from some of the world’s top fishing powers signed a 
declaration in Greece on 14 March, to promote sustainable 

management of fish stocks. The signatories — the EU, United States, 
Japan, Philippines, Colombia and Indonesia — pledged to support 

measures to address fishing overcapacity. These include developing 

international fishing vessel records, limiting the number of licenses and vessel 
tonnage and eliminating fisheries subsidies that contribute to overcapacity 

and overfishing. The event was organised in Thessaloniki under 
Greece’s rotating EU presidency. 

    <><><> 

 The Philippines and Muslim rebels are to sign a treaty on March 27 to 

end one of Asia’s longest and deadliest rebellions, sources close to 
President Benigno Aquino said on 14 March. The terms of the deal, 

completed in January after drawn-out talks, would see the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) disband its 12,000-member guerrilla 

force and share power with Manila in the Muslim south of the mainly 
Catholic nation.  

                                                                     <><><><> 

India has offered Bangladesh a fresh 1 billion US Dollar line of credit for the 

development of trade facilities and infrastructure.  

<><><>  

High Commissioner for UN Refugees, Antonio Guterres. 

UNHCR-United National High Commession for Refugees. 

<><><>  

15th March, 2014 

 

 US to hand over its control of the Internet's technical operations to global multi-
stakeholder community. 

<><><>  

 []<><><>[] 
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Malaysia Prime Minister Najib Razak. 

<><><>  

The US has announced to give up its control over Internet's technical operations and hand over 
those functions to the global multi-stakeholder community. The US government, in a statement 
yesterday, sought to convene global stakeholders to develop a proposal to transition away from 
US government oversight of the Internet's domain name system. National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration (NTIA) said, the decision is aimed at supporting and enhancing 
the multi-stakeholder model of Internet policymaking and governance. 

<><><>  

 16th March, 2014 

 

{}>><><<{} 

The ICC World T20 competition begins in Bangladesh with Qualifier matches.  

{}>><><<{} 

Top Indian shuttlers P V Sindhu and Parupalli Kashyap suffered heart breaking 

defeats in the semifinals of the Grand Prix Gold badminton tournament. World 
championship bronze medallist, Sindhu, who had stunned All England Champion 

Shixian Wang in the quarterfinals, got a drubbing from the Chinese shuttler Sun Yu 

21-18 12-21 19-21 in a 79-minute women's singles match. 

Kashyap, too slumped to a 17-21 11-21 loss to world number 27 China's Houwei 
Tian in a 42-minute men's singles match. Kashyap had booked the semifinal berth 

with a hard-fought 21-15 21-23 21-18 win over sixth seed Tien Chen Chou of 
Chinese Taipei. 

{}>><><<{} 

17th March, 2014 

 Crimea with over 96 per cent votes moves to join Russia, as the West 
readies for sanctions against it. 

 []><><><[] 

In Uttar Pradesh, the construction of world's tallest temple in Mathura, the 
birthplace of Lord Krishna started.  

[]><><><[] 

"Italy's Flavia Pennetta captured the biggest title of her career, as she 
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stunned second seed Agnieszka Radwanska to win the Indian Wells Open 
Tennis tournament at California. 

[]><><><[] 

 

 Vodafone Group Plc on 17 March, agreed to buy Spain’s largest cable 
operator Ono for 7.2 billion euro ($10 billion), in the latest move by 

the British group to rebuild its European operations with a broadband 
offering.   

 

[]><><><[] 

18th March, 2014 

 

India decides to file appeal against Italian court's order barring New Delhi 

to encash 2,360 crore rupee AgustaWestland's bank guarantees. 

{}>><><<{}     

India will file an appeal against the Italian Court's order for encashment of bank 
guarantees worth over 2360 crore rupees of Agusta Westland as part of penalties in 

chopper deal. 

India terminated the deal on the 1st of January this year for procuring helicopters 
on allegations of payment of kickbacks and involvement of middlemen in the 

acquisition process by the Anglo-Italian firm.  

{}>><><<{}   

Global ratings agency Standard & Poor’s on 18 March, said an increasing 
focus by India Inc on lowering debt is likely to improve their credit 

profiles. 

 

The UN Security Council has extended the mandate of the United Nations Assistance Mission in 

Afghanistan , UNAMA for another year, until March 17, 2015. 

{}>><><<{}    

Bharatiya Mahila Bank Chairperson and Managing Director Usha Anantha Subramaniam. 
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{}>><><<{}    

19th March, 2014 

An Islamist website in Russia is reporting the death of the Chechen leader of the 
insurgency in the north Caucasus. The site however did not give details of how 

Docu Umarov had died. Umarov's group is held responsible for a string of bombings 
in recent years including two attacks on Moscow. 

{}<<<>>>{} 

Talks are held between Iran and Six major world powers - US, UK, France, Russia, 
China and Germany in Vienna over Teheran’s nuclear programme. Iran’s Deputy 

Foreign Minister and top nuclear negotiator Abbas Araqchi said the current round of 
nuclear talks with P5+1 was useful and negotiations were held in serious and 

explicit manner. 

{}<<<>>>{} 

20-03-2014 

 Noted author Khushwant Singh passes away. 

<><><>  

 Khushwant Singh, the renowned author and journalist died on 20 

March 2014 at the age of 99 at his home in New Delhi. In 2002, he wrote 
his autobiography, Truth, Love and Little Malice. Some of his most successful 

books were Train to Pakistan, I Shall Not Hear the Nightingale and Delhi - A 
Novel. The Sunset Club was written by him at the age of 95.  

    <><><> 

 The Andhra Pradesh State government has in principle decided to 

spare 121 hectares of revenue land for the Rs. 1,000-crore Missile 
Test Launch Facility project proposed by the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) in Nagayalanka mandal of Krishna 
district.According to the DRDO Hyderabad team, which carried out the land 

suitability study in and around the Sorlagondi Reserve Forest and strategic 
areas in Nagayalanka, a total of 151 hectares were identified and marked. 

They include 41 hectares of forest land, including a portion from the Krishna 
Wildlife Sanctuary (KWL).However; talks with the AP Wildlife Board are yet to 

materialise in this regard in order to spare the respective forest area in 

Nagayalanka mandal.  

 <><><> 

 The government, which owns a little more than a fifth of Axis Bank 
through the Specified Undertaking of the Unit Trust of India (SUUTI), 
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plans to raise about Rs 5,500 crore by selling a 9% stake, or 4.22 
crore shares, through block trades on bourses..  

 <><><> 

 India and Russia are set to sign the much delayed techno-commercial 
agreement for Kudankulam 3 and 4 reactors later this month. 

 <><><> 

 SEBI on 20 March 2014 notified a new set of norms to ease the 
process of making Know-Your-Client (KYC) for investors. 

 <><><> 

Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott.  

<><><>  

21st March, 2014 
 

 British retail major company Tesco on 21 March, announced that it 

was forming an equal joint venture with Trent Ltd., a part of the Tata 
Group, by picking up 50 per cent stake in Trent Hypermarket Ltd 

(THL) for about Rs.850 crore. 

 

<><><>  

 22nd March, 2014 

President Pranab Mukherjee presented gallantry awards to defence personnel for 
their distinguished services at a Defence Investiture Ceremony at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan in New Delhi. 15 personnel were conferred Param Vishist seva 

medals. Three Kirti Chakra awards were also given and the recipients are Lt 
Commander Abhilash Tomy, Major Mahesh Kumar and Wing Commander Darryl 

Castelino. Two Uttam Yudh seva medals and 10 Shaurya Chakra awards were also 
conferred on the defence personnel. 

{}>><><<{} 

 Guinea's government told on 22nd March that the death toll raised in 
the Ebola epidemic raging through its southern forests to 59.  Till 

date, no treatment or vaccine is available for Ebola, which kills 
between 25 and 90 percent of those who fall sick, depending on the 
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strain of the virus, according to the World Health Organisation.  

 

23rd March, 2014 

 

 Maldives President Abdulla Yameen's coalition wins majority in 

parliament; bags 54 out of the 85 seats. 

<><><>  

<><><>  

North Korea has test fired dozens of short-range rockets in the past 24 hours, the 

South's military says, in an apparent show of anger with Seoul. Analysts say the 
launches are Pyongyang's way of protesting against joint military drills between the 

US and South Korea.  

<><><>  

Japanese Prime Minister Mr.Shinzo Abe. 

<><><>  

The Nation is paying homage to freedom fighters - Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and 
Sukhdev on their Martyrdom Day.  

    <><><> 

A court in Egypt on 23rd March sentenced 528 supporters of ousted 
Islamist President Mohammed Morsi to death. They were convicted of 

charges including murdering a policeman and attacks on people and property. 
The group is among some 1,200 Muslim Brotherhood supporters on trial, 

including senior members. The Brotherhood has been declared a 
terrorist organisation and authorities have punished any public show 

of support for it.  

 

<><><>  

24th March, 2014 
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World Tuberculosis Day is being observed on 24th -March.  

<><><>  

For the first time, scientists have demonstrated that information can flow through a 
diamond wire, a finding that may pave way for faster and more powerful 

computers. 

The experiment carried out at The Ohio State University of Washington found that 

diamond transmits better than most metals in which researchers have previously 
observed the effect. 

<><><>  

 The Supreme Court on 24 March ordered the government to withdraw 
all notifications that make Aadhaar cards mandatory for availing 

social security benefits. The Unique Identification Authority of India 
(UIDAI), the body until recently headed by Nandan Nilekani and now headless 

after the former Infosys boss stepped down to contest Lok Sabha elections, 
the top court also acceded to its request to not have to share biometric data 

collected by it with other government agencies or authorities. Investigative 
portal Cobra post.com ran a sting that showed these cards could be 

obtained for a price by people otherwise ineligible to have them.  

<><><> 

25th March, 2014 

{}>><><<{} 

The US and top economic powers have cancelled the G8 Summit to build pressure 
on Russia against its military action in Ukraine. After the talks on the Ukraine crisis 

in the Hague, it was announced yesterday that the G8 Summit scheduled in Sochi in 
June, will be replaced by a G7 meeting in Brussels, without Russian involvement. 

{}>><><<{} 

The Reserve Bank of India, on 25th March, simplified foreign portfolio 
investment norms by putting in place an easier registration process and 

operating framework with an aim to attract inflows. 

  {}>><><<{} 

 The G8 group of top economic powers on 25th March, suspended 

Russia for annexing Crimea, and has threatened to impose far-reaching 
sanctions if Moscow continued its incursion into Ukraine. The U.S. and six 

other economic powers also scrapped the G8 summit to be hosted by Russia 
in Sochi in June to build pressure on Russian President Vladimir Putin. At an 
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emergency summit in the Hague on 24 March, the leaders of the U.S., Britain, 
Canada, Germany, France, Italy and Japan also decided to convene in 

Brussels without Russia.  

 {}>><><<{} 

 

26th March, 2014 

 Bangladesh celebrates its 44th Independence Day today. 

<><><>  

Supreme Court Chief Justice P Sathasivam. 

<><><>  

Bangladesh celebrates its 44th Independence Day today .  

It was on March 26th, 1971, that the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman formally declared the country's independence, following the brutal 

genocide launched by the Pakistani army to crush the freedom struggle of the 
Bangalees on the night of March, 25th, 1971.  

<><><>  

27th March, 2014 

<><><><> 

India has conveyed its grave concern to Switzerland for not providing information 

under the Double Taxation Avoidance Convention , DTAC between the two 
countries. New Delhi has also threatened to drag the European nation to 

multilateral fora for continuing to block its requests. Information about Indians with 
accounts in Swiss banks has been sought by the Indian tax authorities under this 

convention. 

<><><><> 

 The UN General Assembly on 27th March adopted a resolution 

declaring Crimea's breakaway referendum illegitimate and refusing to 
recognise Russia's annexation of the peninsula. The non-binding 

resolution passed with a majority in the 193-member body, with 100 votes in 
favour and 11 votes against. Ukraine, which drafted the resolution, had urged 

the international community to back the text, hoping an overwhelming show 
of support would ward off further Russian moves against it. Western 

diplomats wanted a strong majority vote to press home what they say is 
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Russia's isolation, but there had been fears that a high number of countries 
would abstain. The resolution repeats that the March 16 referendum in 

Crimea has "no validity" and asks countries not to recognise any alteration of 
the status of the Black Sea peninsula. It calls on all states to refrain from any 

attempts to modify Ukraine's borders through the threat or use of force or 
other unlawful means and calls for dialogue to resolve the crisis. Ukraine said 

that a vote for the resolution was a vote for the UN charter, while a vote 
against or an abstention equalled undermining it.  

                                 <><><><> 

 South Sudanese President Salva Kiir.The US, the country that has worked 

hardest to bring about South Sudan's creation, has stepped up pressure on 
the warring factions to avoid breaking up the young country. Washington’s 

involvement in South Sudan dates back to its support for the separatist South 
Sudanese forces of John Garang, who died in 2005. Analysts say the US 

has both humanitarian and strategic interests in the country.  

 <><><><> 

 The World Health Organisation (WHO) on 27th March, presented 

official certification to India for its ‘Polio Free’ status.  

 <><><><> 

28th March, 2014 

 India successfully test-fires indigenously developed nuclear-capable 

Prithvi-II ballistic missile. 

<><><>  

India’s total external debt stock stood at $426 billion as on December 31, 

2013, or 5.2 per cent higher than that on March 31, 2013. The external 
debt to gross domestic product (GDP) ratio has marginally worsened to 

23.3 per cent from 21.8 per cent.  

<><><> 

An India Air Force aircraft crashed in Karoli district in Rajasthan. Defence PRO in 

Jaipur said Five crew members, including four officers, killed in the crash. The C-
130J Super Hercules aircraft was airborne from Agra for a routine flying training 

mission. 

<><><>  

India today successfully test-fired indigenously developed nuclear-capable Prithvi-II 

ballistic missile from the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur-on-Sea in 
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Balasore district off the Odisha coast.  

Prithvi is India's first indigenously-built ballistic missile and has a 
maximum range of 350 km. It is one of the five missiles being developed 

under the country's Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme.  

<><><>  

  Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa. 

<><><>  

 Former Norwegian premier Jens Stoltenberg was named the next 
NATO chief on 28 March, stepping in to take over from current 

Secretary- General Anders Fogh Rasmussen. “Mr. Stoltenberg will 
assume his functions as Secretary General as from 1 October 2014, NATO 

said in a statement. An economist by training and a radical opponent of the 
defence alliance in his youth, Mr. Stoltenberg takes the helm of the 28-

nation transatlantic alliance (NATO) as Europe worries over a Russian 
build-up on its eastern fringe after Moscow’s takeover of Crimea. In almost a 

decade leading the government, Mr. Stoltenberg, who is the head of Norway’s 
Labour Party, became known as a consensus maker, giving him some of the 

right credentials to maintain good relations with Russia.  

 Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida  

                                                                           <><><> 

 The Supreme Court on 28th March, refused to lower the age of a 

juvenile from 18, saying the legislature has fixed the age, which is 

constitutionally permissible. 

    <><><> 

  The discovery of two more mounds in January at the Harappan site of 
Rakhigarhi in Hisar district, Haryana, has led to archaeologists 

establishing it as the biggest Harappan civilisation site. Until now, 
specialists in the Harappan civilisation had argued that Mohenjo-daro 

in Pakistan was the largest among the 2,000 Harappan sites known to 
exist in India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The archaeological remains at 

Mohenjo-daro extend around 300 hectares. Mohenjo-daro, Harappa and 
Ganweriwala (all in Pakistan) and Rakhigarhi and Dholavira (both in India) are 

ranked as the first to the fifth biggest Harappan sites. “With the discovery of 
two additional mounds, the total area of the Rakhigarhi site will be 350 

hectares,” asserted Professor Vasant Shinde, Vice-Chancellor/Director, 
Deccan College Post-Graduate & Research Institute, a deemed-to-be 

university in Pune.  
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29th March, 2014 

 Earth Hour is being observed across the world. It was started as a lights-off event 

in Sydney, Australia in 2007. Since then it has grown to engage more than 7,000 
cities and towns worldwide. 

<><><> 

 President Pranab Mukherjee, on 29th March, cleared the re-
promulgation of the SEBI (Securities and Exchange Board of India) 

Ordinance that had lapsed on January 15, since Parliament could not 
pass the Securities Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2013, in the winter 

session. The Ordinance empowers the SEBI Chairman to order 
searches and seizures and crack downs on Ponzi schemes. The move 

to arm the regulator with more stringent powers comes in the wake 

of thousands of duped investors reportedly taking to the streets in 
Siliguri (West Bengal) protesting against the proliferation of chit fund 

companies there, and the Rs.2, 000-crore Sardhaa chit fund scam. 

 <><><> 

 According to research from HSBC, Exports of high-tech products will 

grow more quickly than exports of other goods over the next 15 years 
as emerging Asia moves away from being a low-cost production hub 

for foreign brands and toward developing value-added local 
products.  HSBC forecast that by 2030, China would account for more 

than half the global trade in high-tech goods. Hong Kong and the 
United States would remain in second and third place, although with a 

lower market share, and Korea would displace Singapore as the fourth-
biggest exporter of high-tech goods. 

 <><><> 

30th March, 2014 

 <><><> 

31st March, 2014 

 Facebook starts cracking down on fraudulent accounts showing 

suspicious 'likes'. 

<><><>  
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